
J O N A T H A N   S H R I F T    AICP, LEED AP

BArch Syracuse ‘07 | MEBD UPenn ‘11

Architecture | Sustainable Design | Planning | Real Estate



BACHELOR’S OF ARCHITECTURE - one of the most distinguished professional programs in the 
nation, offering a consistent top five ranking, with a comprehensive approach to design.

INTERNATIONAL STUDY - Florence, Italy (Spring 2006)
THESIS - Sustainable Urban Housing  (Specific interest in air and light quality, and indoor 
vegetated public space to create an open suburban feel to a dense urban high-rise)

MASTER OF ENVIRONMENTAL BUILDING DESIGN - Post Professional Degree
I learned the skills and knowledge required for sustainable design, and techniques with which 
those skills are practiced.  Focuses: building performance and the theory and practice of  “green” 
design at all scales of design including materials, building systems,  and urban design.
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J O N A T H A N  S H R I F T

- TRO JUNG|BRANNEN - Boston, MA  -  (now SmithGroup)

- BALLINGER - Philadelphia, PA  -  www.ballinger-ae.com

PROFESSIONAL   -   HOK - Beijing, China & Washington DC -  www.hok.com

TRO Jung|Brannen (recently acquired by SmithGroup) was a large international architecture, 
engineering, and master planning firm. Their practice areas included commercial, health care, 
hospitality, and residential.

During my employment at TRO Jung|Brannen I was a key team member on multiple 
international architecture and master planning projects.  I worked closely with principles to 
implement designs, create presentations, manage drawing sets, compile submissions 
packages, and collaborate with consultants.

- MCKISSICK ASSOCIATES - Harrisburg, PA  -  www.mckissickassociates.com

EDUCATION - UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA - SCHOOL OF DESIGN  -  www.design.upenn.edu

- SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY - SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE  -  www.soa.syr.edu

jrshrift@gmail.com   AICP, LEED AP BD + C, ASSOC. AIA 

My main task as an intern was constructing a complex physical model of a $70 million project to 
convert a hospital complex to a high school campus, in an urban school  system.  

Ballinger is a large firm of planners, architects, and engineers with 125 years of experience in 
health care and higher education projects, including campus and master planning.  

As a primary concept designer, working part time through graduate school, I helped several 
major health care providers and hospital networks plan for expansion or development of 
appropriate masterplans.

In the role of lead designer I have delivered projects of various scales in planning and architecture.  
I have been the point person on several projects, building strong client relationships.  I have 
also grown into a strong space planner translating programs into creative solutions for users.

I have had the unique opportunity to contribute to project delivery in multiple departments 
within HOK consisting of architecture, planning and sustainability, while also working in both their 
Beijing and Washington D.C. offices. 



AWARDS - EAGLE SCOUT AWARD
DESIGNED MEMORIAL GARDEN AT GATE OF HEAVEN CEMETERY, HARRISBURG, PA 
The Design included 12 granite monuments, with plaques that flanked an existing cast 

 of the  original Pieta, which acted as the central focal point of the design.  I raised all funds 
 to purchase materials. and supervised volunteers in the erection of the Stations. 

- CHANCELLOR’S AWARD FOR PUBLIC SERVICE
PRO-BONO REDESIGN OF A PLAZA IN DOWNTOWN SYRACUSE through the 
Community Design Center of Syracuse University under direction of the 
Deputy Mayor of Syracuse (Included a Meeting with I.M. PEI at his office in New York City)

SKILLS - COMPUTER:  Autodesk Products: Revit 2009 -2018 Autocad
 Adobe Creative Suite: Photoshop, InDesign, Illustrator, Acrobat
 3D Rendering: Sketch Up, Rhino, Enscape
 Microsoft Office: Word, Excel, PowerPoint
 Performance Simulation: Eco-tect, Energy 10, Visual IES, Microflow, CFD
Other: Google, Bluebeam, Newforma, Deltek

CHARITIES - CANSTRUCTION (JUROR’S FAVORITE AWARD), BOSTON CARES, Kids Build 2008

 LICENSED REAL ESTATE SALESPERSON 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
(Employed by City Realty Group LLC.) 

MARCH
2004

MAY
2001

TRAINING - REVIT ARCHITECTURE FUNDAMENTALS & INTERMEDIATE COURSES DEC.
2009 -
JAN.
2010

I Received training from MicroCAD Training & Consulting, a Premier Autodesk Training Center. 

THE FUNDAMENTALS COURSE focused on Design Development tools - building the 3D model, 
creating reflected ceiling plans, and furniture plans, and adding views and annotation to the 
sheets to create a set of Construction Documents. 

THE INTERMEDIATE COURSE covered a wide range of intermediate topics. I learned about site 
design, advanced rendering techniques, phasing and design options, and collaboration. The 
courses offered hands-on exercises representing real-world design scenarios.

- LEED ACCREDITED PROFESSIONAL
  (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design)
 United States Green Building Council

FEB.
2009

J O N A T H A N  S H R I F T

MARCH
2009

Nov
2017

- CERTIFIED PLANNER
(American Institute of Certified Planners) 
American Planning Association

jrshrift@gmail.com AICP, LEED AP BD + C, ASSOC. AIA 
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TOPWIN CENTER  / HOTEL
BEIJING, CHINA - 1,323,960 sq. ft.

The project includes a 305-key InterContinental Hotel, 48 luxury apartments 
and a 430,555-sq.-ft. boutique retail mall.

The hotel’s facade features a hexagon-patterned steel structure integrated 
with LED lights that give the tower a distinctive honeycombed texture by day. 
At night, the building’s skin comes alive to create mesmerizing light shows.

Suites on the north and south ends of the building feature a triangular floor 
arrangement that offers 270-degree, panoramic city views.

*EXPORTED DIRECTLY FROM REVIT MODELSIONALS

 p1 HOK - designer/production

*AIA Hong Kong Chapter – Honor Award for Architecture
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p2 TRO | JB - facade designer/production

This 289 million dollar 
project at Jumeirah Beach will 
offer both residential 
apartments and hotel 
accommodations. 

3+272�2)�%8,/7�352-(&7



Two curved towers will provide vistas of the sea and the city to its 
residents and guests. 
The towers, 30 floors dedicated to commercial space and 54 floors to 
residential space, will also provide access to business facilities, 
restaurants shops and, beach club amenities, elegantly landscaped 
terraces, swimming pools, and pristine beaches. This project is currently 
the only private residential tower approved for construction on the 
main beach.
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MIXED-USE DEVELOPMENT 
ISTANBUL, TURKEY

p3 HOK - designer/production

as the lead designer of this urban design effort I set 
out to create a dramatic "naturalized" landscape 
through the buildings and open spaces of the design.  
carving into the ground to create interesting meandering 
paths and plazas, small pavillions were seen as rocks in 
the  flow of a stream passing through a canyon
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The Master Plan focused on a peninsula on the famous East Lake and its two op-
posite shores.  A major concern was mitigating the quantity and quality of storm 
water runoff that would be displaced by an urban development.  
vegetated open spaces weave within and between 3 major districts of the plan 
and along the shoreline to protect the natural beauty of the lake.  The focal 
point of the design has a skyscraper and public plaza that houses various 
forms of eco-friendly design features to act as a display to the public. 
(see opposite image=>)

WUHAN EAST LAKE URBAN DESIGN 
Wuhan, China

p4 HOK - lead designer/prouction
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J O N A T H A N  S H R I F T  717-418-1307     /    JRSHRIFT@gmail.com   LEED AP,  ASSOC. AIA , IDP

NORTH FACING
CURTAIN WALL
ALLOWS NATURAL
LIGHT WITH NO
DIRECT HEAT GAIN 

THE ATRIUM 
FORMS A STACK 
AFFECT FOR
VENTILATION AND 
ALLOWS LIGHT 
TO PENETRATE 
DEEPER INTO THE 
FLOOR PLATE

GEO THERMAL
PIPES INPUT COOL AIR

A SLOPED PHOTOVOLTAIC ROOF 
TRANSFORMS THE SUNS RAYS INTO 
ELECTRICITY & COLLECTS RAIN 
WATER FOR USE IN LANDSCAPE AND 
TOILETS

PHOTOVOLTAIC ROOF SHADING - 
CREATES ELECTRICITY AND LOWERS HARSH 
DIRECT SUNLIGHT ON BUILDING ROOFS

GREEN ROOF RECONSTITUTES LANDSCAPE,
INSULATES THE BUILDING, AND REDUCES 
STORM WATER RUNOFF

SKY LIGHT ALLOWS NATURAL LIGHT TO 
UNDERGROUND TRANSIT STATION

CONSTRUCTED WETLAND BANK TREATMENT 
FILTERS STORM WATER BEFORE IT RUNS 
OFF INTO THE RIVER AND BAY

HIGH ALBEDO PAVING REDUCES 
HEAT ISLAND EFFECT

RETENTION FOUNTAIN COLLECTS 
RAINWATER & WASTE WATER TO BE 
FILTERED AND USED WITHIN THE 
BUILDING

p45(1'(5,1*�'21(�%<�352)(SS,21$/S



XIAMEN FINANCIAL DISTRICT MASTER PLAN 
Xiamen, China
HOK - lead designer/production

This Master Plan is along the 
eastern coast of the island of 
Xiamen.  Above ground the 
towers are spaced in a way
to give proper views of the sea 
to the east or mountains to 
the west for a large 
percentage of users.
-At and below ground level
a network of pedestrian and
public transportation allows
for a lower density of vehicle
traffic to create a better
street life.  this also reduces
carbon emissions from people
driving within the district and
commuting from outside by
optimizing a transportation
oriented development

p5
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the goal of the competition was to 
create a commercially viable net zero 
office building.

the design shaded the roofs of two 
parrallel bars with a large 
photovoltaic array. the ground floor 
includes retail space, garage entry, 
a conference space, and a lobby for 
each each of the towers. (one 
residential and one office)

strategies included:

-bioswales

-green roof

-green walls

-geothermal

-day light harvesting

-led fistures

-plug load controls

-photovoltaics

-high performance building envelope

COMPETITION FOR MIXED USE NET-ZERO PROJECT
WASHINGTON D.C.

p6 HOK - lead designer/production
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CAPITAL BAY DEVELOPMENT ABU 
DHABI, U.A.E.- 730,000 sqm 
HOK - lead designer/production

capital bay is meant to be a 
high-end destination 
residential neighborhood 
with office, retail and hotel 
components to add to the 
sense of community.  My role 
as a lead designer was to 
develop a scheme that 
reacts to the character of 
the shoreline (one as beach 
and another as sea wall), 
while creating an interesting 
skyline from the vantage 
point of the water. a linear 
central park brings water 
views and breezes into the 
heart of the development.

p7
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UNIVERSITY MASTERPLAN 
MUSCAT, OMAN

p8 HOK - lead designer/production

*RENDERING DONE BY PROFESSIONALS
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this masterplan for a new university and surrounding city inhabits a 12 
sqkm site on the outskirts of muscat, oman.  the university functions are 
dispersed throughout a central core, which encircles an iconic tower. 
the central tower forms a gateway to the university and frames views to 
the mountains in the distance.  

besides student dorms, neighborhoods of apartments, townhomes and 
villas house the supporting staff and researches of the university, 
parks, retail strips, neighborhood centers and civic buildings are 
organized to encourage a more pedestrian environment for residents. 
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'XEai, X.a.e. -500,000 sqft 
TRO|JB - roof garden designer/production

'XEai 0aritiPe &it\ is a 
redeveORpPent RI a IRrPer 
ZaterIrRnt indXstriaO site 
RXtside RI dXEai.
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5

tKe prRMect Zas a �� 
stRr\ Pixed Xse cRPpOex 
tR incOXde RIIice, retaiO, 
and parking, and ZiOO 
Peet Oeed certiIicatiRn 
reTXirePents. 

tKe naXticaO tKePe 
design incOXdes a 
green rRRI ZitK native 
Oandscaping aERve tKe 
parking garage, and 
a sKade strXctXre 
ZitK integrated 
pKRtRvROtaics ZiOO 
Peet Oeed certiIicatiRn 
reTXirePents.

respRnsiEiOities�
�cad PanagePent
�Oeed paperZRrk
�design RI green rRRI 	
pKRtRvROtaic treOOis
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FILTERS STORM WATER BEFORE IT RUNS 
OFF INTO THE RIVER AND BAY
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AMWAJ BOUREGREG DEVELOPMENT 
RABAT, MOROCCO -17,400,000 SQFT 
TRO|JB - junior designer/production

A Master Plan for a mixed use development on a spectacular 250-acre 
parcel along the Bouregreg River. There will be 101 buildings in total, 
the tallest building not to exceed 16 stories, with hotels, office towers, 
marinas, entertainment complexes, housing, a convention center, a souk, 
2.5 million square feet of ample open green space, and one to two levels of 
underground parking below every building.  

We employed a creative tactic for designing such a massive project on a 
limited schedule.  “DNA Types” were created for Building Massing, Facade 
Elements, and unit layouts that could be repeated and interchanged to 
create distinct and unique relationships and the sense of a diverse urban 
fabric.  

Responsibilities: Master Plan Design Team, Helped draw master plan (right)
layout urban outdoor spaces (Parks, Plazas,& Courtyards)
design individual buildings using “DNA Types” (above&below)

10
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+%2 RIIice tRZer� IROk art PXseXP ErancK
cROXPEXs circOe, neZ \Rrk cit\, n\
�rd \ear, s\racXse Xniversit\

tKe assignPent Zas tR design 
a tRZer IRr KER RIIices and 
space IRr a ErancK RI tKe 
IROk art PXseXP.

P\ design intent Zas tR 
create a tZisting tRZer tR 
address ERtK centraO park 
and cROXPEXs circOe pOa]a.

tKe Xse RI pXEOic atriXPs, 
vegetated and Kardscaped 
ZitKin tKe EXiOding, evRkes 
cRnnectiRns tR centraO park 
and cROXPEXs circOe EeORZ.

A   1



tKe IROk art PXseXP ErancK 
Zas designed at tKe tRp RI tKe 
tRZer ZitK a spiraOing patK 
EetZeen interiRr gaOOeries, 
terraced indRRr gardens, and 
vistas RI tKe cit\ RXtside.
(rigKt 	 EeORZ) 

tKe Ease RI tKe tRZer aOORZs IRr 
pXEOic Rpen space tR IORZ tKrRXgK 
and EetZeen tKe tZR strXctXraO 
´stiOtsµ (rigKt)
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urban redevelopment of public 
plaza adjoining i.m. pei’s 
everson art museum

our design intent was to break 
up the large desolate plaza 
into more relatable and usable 
spaces to foster consistent 
activity and create a prominent 
urban space for the community.   

* CHANCELLOR’S AWARD FOR PUBLIC SERVICE *

STUDIO PROJECT
SYRACUSE, NY

A   2 4th year, syracuse university (community design center)



the plan also 
included a future 
option to add 
a building to 
further support 
activity and act as 
another defining 
edge to the plaza.
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residentiaO cRPPXnit\ tRZer
pittsEXrgK, pa

 A3 tKesis, syracuse university

P\ tKesis prRMect Zas a sXstainaEOe dRZntRZn ́ verticaO neigKERrKRRdµ. 0\ intent 
Zas tR create a sXEXrEan experience IRr dRZntRZn residents tR draZ peRpOe Eack 
tR cities and sORZ tKe spread RI sXEXrEan deveORpPent tR rXraO areas.

pittsEXrgK is Rne RI tKe Eest exaPpOes RI excessive sXEXrEan grRZtK arRXnd its 
XrEan cRre, ZKicK Kas ORst tKRXsands RI residents. its river Eanks are OeIt ZitK 
aEandRned Rr dereOict indXstriaO ORts.. $n aEandRned riverIrRnt site served as 
tKe ORcatiRn IRr tKis �� stRr\ residentiaO tRZer IiOOed ZitK aPenities XsXaOO\ 
reserved IRr sXEXrEan deveORpPents (ex. parks, driving range, etc.).
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